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› Focusing on mRNA as therapeutic target

› Addressing targets with medical value -

oncogenic drivers whose overexpression are

related to cancer progression and drug

resistance

› Addressing poorly responsive tumors and

unmet oncology medical needs

› Privately-held drug development company mainly focused on Oncology

› Developing a novel class of RNA-targeting drugs

NAX drug

› A first candidate targeting TYMS-driven cancers advancing into Phase1/2 trial

› Further pipeline expansion into newer oncogenic targets
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Mr. Narcís Clavell

Co-founder, CFO & Chairman Board

• MBA (IESE), Telecommunications Engineer.

• Private investor of several SMEs in Europe.

• 30-plus years experience in moving academic

technologies to commercial enterprises

Dr. Carmen Plasencia 

Co-founder & CEO

• MBA, Ph.D. Medicine, BSc Chemistry 
• 26years experience on oncology drug 

development   
• 2 patents, Over 15publication
• EU external expert, Start-up mentor, BA

Well-balanced and highly experienced management team
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RNA THERAPEUTICS: Substantial market & growth opportunities 

• RNA –therapies - A solution for “non-yet drugged” 

targets  not ammenable for therapeutic intervention

• RNA therapeutics Market is expected to reach $1.2Bn 

(CAGR of 28,4%) 

• Remarkable speed 

• mRNA vaccines have revolution the panorama

• Recently approved mRNA therapeutics (2020) -

RNA interference (siRNA, miRNA) and RNA 

antisense (ASO) are driving the market

Oncology holds significant market share (40%) – next frontier 
growing market for mRNA therapeutics
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By harnessing new insights into mRNA structural domains, 

AROMICS aims to develop newly first-in-class molecules

targeting translational control, with biological stability and 

appropriate pharmacokinetic properties, that selectively bind 

to relevant transcripts involved in cancer and silence 

nascent protein expression

Our approach

SOLVING RNA THERAPEUTIC CHALLENGES
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AROMICS position in market –

Advancing our molecules to up to Clinical setting

SMALL MOLECULES TARGETING RNA _ A HOT TOPIC FOR PHARMA DEALS

› RNA targeting small molecules  market ~ $8.3 Bn in 2030

› Two first FDA approved drugs (Duchenne and Spinal muscular atrophy). None in oncology
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OUR TECHNOLOGY _ WHAT MAKES OUR ASSETS UNIQUE  

An integrative technology platform combining best of cutting-edge anticancer strategies

Small molecule targeting 

specific regulatory elements 

in mRNA of cancer targets

Chemical libraries of 

bioactive ligands affecting 

cancer cell metabolism

Expert knowledge to improve lead 

compound while looking for taking 

profit of cancer cell vulnerabilities

1 2 3

To create more effective Cancer Therapies for hard-to-treat oncology malignancies
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PIPELINE: A first lead advancing to clinical development, cornerstone of

business growth
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NAX035: Product Development

ORPHAN 

INDICATION
HIGH UNMET NEED

SHORTER R&D AND 

REGULATORY ROUTE

VALIDATED TARGET

RELEVANT IN DISEASE

STRONG PROOF OF 

TECHNOLOGY

• Strategic case indication PoC – Malignant mesothelioma

• Scalability potential in other indications

1
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New cases per year are  growing worldwide  (CAGR 4,5%)

The medical need: Malignant mesothelioma - among the top ten

occupational cancers of the world
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PFS: Progression-free survival; OS: overall survival

...

Non-responders – No therapeutic option

Novel solutions are required

Despite intensive efforts, no good solution yet in market
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Value proposition - binding to mRNA of a validated target in mesothelioma

De-risking development strategy

Predictive & prognostic value

TS mRNA as therapeutic target

› Identified a target element across TS mRNA

› NAX035 compete with TS for binding to its cognate mRNA

› Abolish aberrant protein expression

› Post-transcription event – sustained silencing of TS protein without

altering TS-mRNA expression level

› Avoids primary or secondary-drug resistance due to TS protein

overexpression

› Prognostic & predictive marker in solid & 

heamatological tumors

› TS overexpression correlates with poor 

prognosis and drug resistance 

› Antimetabolites & antifolates inhibiting TS 

protein are first-line cancer treatments

› Clinically validated target

› Rank among top 30 genes cancer cells 

needs for survive and growth (gene 

fitness score)

› Involved in DNA replication and repair 

and Epithelial to mesenchymal (EMT) 

transition & metastasis
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NAX035- a highly valuable anticancer asset

Ready to move to Phase I/II clinical trials

BERMES Project

H2020-EIC-SMEInst-2018-2020
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CURRENT DEVELOPMENT STATUS _ PHASE 1/2 CLINICAL DEVELOPMENT 
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Estimated world new cases from 2020 up to 2040

Mesothelioma _ A Market 
opportunity ?

▪ Pemetrexed (standard of care) - patent loss 

▪ Generics of Pemetrexed – same anticipated problems

▪ >75% patients – PFS in 6-7 months (even Immunoth.)

▪ NEW therapeutic approaches required for poor responders

Market value $636 Mn by 2025
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Targeting TS-mRNA, is highly relevant strategy in different tumors 

Overexpression of TYMS induced the development of tumors after a long latency, suggesting that aberrantly elevated TYMS 

cooperates with other cancer gene mutations to drive the neoplastic process
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628,000
cases/years

$6,9 Bn
market value

Squamous NSCLC

313,950
cases/year

$9,4 Bn
market value

Ovarian cancer

1,931.590
cases/years

$4,5 Bn
market value

Colorectal cancer

Potential market for additional indications

495,000
cases/years

$2,15Bn
market value

Pancreatic 
cancer
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What we offer in mesothelioma + further TYMS_driven tumors

NO SIMILAR PRODUCT IN MARKET – ADDRESSING TYMS-DRIVEN TUMORS
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Benefits of 
partnership
With us

Pitfalls & RISKS
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Applied Research using Omic Sciences S.L.

c/ Aribau 168

08036Barcelona SPAIN

www.aromics.es

www.bermesproject.eu

info@aromics.es

* Aromics’ developments have been partially supported by European Union, National, and Regional Public funding

Contact information 

“Working on Innovative First-in-Class Therapies,

Selectively Targeting RNA to Treat Cancer”

@AromicsBiotech

http://www.aromics.es/
http://www.bermesproject.eu/
mailto:info@aromics.es
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